Decreased in vitro polymerase II activity of whole-cell extracts from late passage human diploid fibroblasts.
Age-associated decreases in gene expression have been observed in several different species, but the mechanisms of the decrease have not yet been adequately studied at molecular level. Using an in vitro transcription assay, we have obtained data suggesting that there is an age-associated decrease in polymerase II-specific transcriptional activity in fibroblasts aged in vitro.